Passengel

A member of the crew told
the Fiji Times he had séen
passergers  roughly  handled
while their cameras — were
confiscated,

He said
passenger
huikhead.

The 35.000-tan  liner  will
spend av least thrée days in
Suva while repairs are made.
| The ship's. palley wiis. gt
| ted and more than 40 cabing
| dzmaged.
I

he had seen ane
thrown  against

Ehe fire broke cut i the
galley about 3.30am on Thurs-
dav when the Australis ‘was
hetween - Auckland and Suva.

The ship arrived in Suva
| about | Spm.  yestérday. 11
hours behind schedule,
ASHORE

The: Australis is carrying
2130 passengers [from  Aust-
rabin and New Zealand, Most
are travelling to Southamp
Ln.

Faur hundred of thé pas-
senpers were  hovked  Int@
Suva haotels.

The temaining | 730

L LOST
T FOOD

s beyond contact in the
e welfare of a sick youth

for dinner

underprowth  while
the river bank
They did this for five davs,
but progress was hampered
by rain and by Rajendra, who

tollowing

bepan complaining of chest
wans on October 15
RETRACED

Their transistor radio had

failed and their food ran out,
although they iried to ration
I

On  Monday and Tuesday
they all rested in the tent on
bank of the river. They were

all weak from hunger and
Rajendra’s chest pains were
worse.

@ PLEASE TURN TO
BACK PAGE.

in the Greek liner Austral
stations for more than 12 hours while the crew fought a fire raging in the galley.

Hotels had to call in extes
staff.

Passenpers said they wuil
ed for more than 12 hours at
boat stations while the orew
foughit the fire.

The fire spread to nearhy
cabins,  destroving  personal
belongings. =

Pressmen were not allowed
Gn board, Bul passengers: wld
them that three decks were
effected by the fire.

The crew lowered life boals
and put hoses through  the
galley port holes. Other hoses
were used through the palke)
doars.

STOPPED
Ite cabins wear the galley
were  dama by fire and
witter and will o able 0
be used until extensive re-
pairs are done

A Chandris spakesman said
passengers would dine ashore
while the ship was in. Suva,

Passengers camplaingd. that
ship's
from

afficers  stopped  them
waking phelcgraphs  of
and the consequent

thougmni
rathen, w poar
elderly woman

Baid

NOT TOLD
man  whi  had  his
caméra and film confiscated
said that it took about 12
hturs ta control the fire.

“People hegan 1o feel un-
comfortable because they
weren't told what was going
on down beiow" he said.

We  were pulled out of
hed aboui 4.30am and those
who- coultd go back fo their
cabins were allowed (0 do so
about Hpom.

“Others who didn't have a
cabin 1o go 10 had to sleep
in the lounges and on deck.”
he said.

LS, v WS
attitude,” - an
from - Svdney

Gne

DAMAGED
The ship's officers  and
crew, he said, did a ecom

mendable job in fighting the
tire and handling the situa-
tinm,

We were fed biscults and
corned beel because the gal-

ley was out of action,” he
said, “There was the occas-
ional howl of hot soup and

sandwiches, which came from
the crew's galley.
Mr and Mrs: ). Watkins, of

Miami, who have a 7-month-
old son, said their cabin was
damaged by the fire and
witer from the fire hoses
They had to sleep in chairs
in_a lounge.

“Some people in cabins

Roughly handled, fire
ship passengers claim

described in Suva last night how i.hey had to wait at boat

near the gutted galley lost all

their  personal  belongings,”
Mr Watking s
He and his family spent
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P e .t.
rimitive,

Conditions in the Australis
were “primitive”” Mr G. H.
Hcoker, of New Cross, Lon-
don satd.

Many passengers did not
waunt 16 travel any further in
the shin, he said.

“Welre very disgusted. Me
Hooker said. ‘People are
sleeping cn the deck with just
blankels,”

says liner
passenger

Mr Hooker, who said he
spent 19 vears with the Lon-
-den Fire Brigade, said there
was ne organisation during

the fire.
" He sald passengers were
tatking of approaching the

British High Commissioner.

AUSTRALIS passenger 8-

S

s e
d Lorrain,

Monk_enjoys

dinner of roast seasoned chicken at the Club Hotel last night.
Lorraine is travelling with her parents to England ‘In the liner,

—




